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STATE OF CALIFORNIA LABOR|[CODE SECTION 4850 CLAIM PAYMENTS TO
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES SAFETY OFFICERS

In 2003 and 2004, the State of California (California) Legislature and
Governor Schwarzenegger adopted and implemented comprehensive
workers’ compensation reforms. Due to the reforms and the County of Los Angeles’
(County) loss control and prevention efforts, the workers' compensation cost reduction
for the County, and most other California public and private employers, has been
dramatic.

Consistent with the reduction in the County's overall workers’ compensation cost,
payments for full salary leave under California Labor Code Section 4850 (LC 4850) for
public safety officers have also significantly declined. LC 4850 benefits are paid for up
to one year following an injury while the safety employee is disabled from performing
normal duties. Attached is a chart and table displaying LC 4850 payments for County
departments employing public safety officers.

Since 2003, County public safety departments have achieved significant reductions in
LC 4850 costs. Countywide, LC 4850 cost decreased from $48.6 million in 2003
(the last full year prior to the workers' compensation reforms) to $36.5 million in 2005, a
reduction of more than $12.1 million (24.9%) in the County’s annual LC 4850 cost.

“To Enrich Lives Through Effective And Caring Service”
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The Chief Administrative Office acknowledges the effort of County departments to work
effectively within the context of the California workers' compensation reforms, and
enhance their loss control prevention plans to reduce workers' compensation claims and
LC 4850 cost.

If you have any questions, please call me, or Rocky A. Armfield of my staff at
(213) 351-5346.
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Attachment

c: Sheriff
Executive Officer, Board of Supervisors
County Counsel
District Attorney
Fire
Office of Public Safety
Probation
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